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After a torrid year, I’m really pleased that we’ve been able to put together a newsletter about  
some of the things that have happened since our return to school and a few pointers for over the 
summer. We have included details of the start of next term in a separate letter just for easy 
reference.  
 
This year has probably been the most professionally and personally challenging I have faced as a 
head. Most of my fellow headteachers agree that the last 18 months have been the most difficult of 
their career – I can’t pretend that having two schools to oversee has meant twice the fun. However, 
I have to pay a massive tribute to the staff who have rolled with the numerous changes; be that 
returning to a zoned school, returning to remote learning, creating portfolios for GCSE grades, mass 
testing, or managing in-class and online teaching at the same time. Each term has brought 
something for us to do for the very first time, and quite often with high stakes. It feels like an 
achievement to have got through this term and it is with great satisfaction that I’m able to record 
some of the events we clawed back at the end of term for the students. It is a testament to the staff 
that in the limited time we’ve had they’ve managed to run various events – only this week we have 
mass-tested Year 8s, taken them camping and then mass tested the Year 11 students and some 
staff have returned in the afternoon from sleeping in a tent in the New Forest to then support the 
Prom on the very same evening.  
 
I approached writing this newsletter in maudlin mood, thinking what a moribund year it had been   
– however now I’ve finished it, I’ve realised how much we have managed in a very limited time. I 
think we have had plenty of misery this year, so I hope it also manages to remind you about what 
we have achieved and raise your awareness of the experiences other students have had in the 
school over this peculiar year.  Wishing you a safe and happy summer.  Best wishes, Paul Jenkins 
 

BENTLEY COPSE 
 
Year Nine missed out on Tile Barn last year and we were keen to     
give them some of the adventure that they missed out on.         
Mrs Smith managed to organise an extended day trip to an activity 
centre where students were able to participate in rifle shooting, 
climbing, crate stack and many more.  Year Nine were superb on 
those days, despite the fact it was raining, they took a positive 
attitude and threw themselves into the activities with enthusiasm 
and an admirable spirit. What is lovely is that there was no 
lingering resentment about the weather, or the fact that they’d 
missed out on Tile Barn, but just lots of gratitude and enjoyment 
for the day they did have; a fantastic attitude from a fantastic year 
group. 



TILE BARN 
 
Our annual Tile Barn camp headed off for a slightly shorter-than-usual sojourn in the New Forest  
for Year 8. Students had a packed schedule of mountain biking, drama, climbing, abseiling, circus 
workshop amongst other things. Sadly a number of students were self-isolating which was a real 
shame, however there were times when it looked like there would be no trip, so huge thanks and 
congratulations to Mrs Smith who wasn’t prepared to buckle and kept driving it. Trips like this only 
run when staff are prepared to spend the night and make arrangements for their own families but 
their commitment to make this happen has been absolute. I’m assured that, despite the 
modifications, the students had a great time and enjoyed being together in the great outdoors in 
the glorious weather we were blessed with. 

 

         
 
 

GRADUATION 
 
As you may know each year we have a KS3 
graduation ceremony for those students who meet 
expectations in terms of effort and attendance. 
This year we had the highest ever number of 
graduates who enjoyed a formal ceremony outside 
under one of our new canopies and then got 
changed into more casual gear for a celebratory 
afternoon. After such an awful year it was a great 
way to celebrate what students had achieved and 
also to ensure that they are ready for the rigours 
of GCSE which start next year for them. 
 

SPORTS DAY - Years, 7, 8 and 9 
 
Sports Day is one of my favourite events of the year, but this time we had to do it a little differently. 
We ran the day in year group bubbles, however this didn’t dampen their enthusiasm. Having won 
the last event in 2019, Austen House were keen to retain their crown, whilst the other three houses 
were all the more motivated by not having a chance to put their name on the trophy in 2020, when 
the event was cancelled. 



 
The day was filled with excitement and emotion, as staff and students were able to let loose,     
both in competing and in supporting their friends and mock foes. 
 
Wellington House won the Y8 competition, raining hopes that they could topple the reigning 
champions, but Austen House were just too strong overall - they won both the Year 7 and the     
Year 9 competitions, to eventually secure the crown for a second successive event. 
 
Congratulations to Austen House and well done to all of the staff and students for their own 
contributions to a wonderful experience! Let's hope that next year we can have the whole school 
together once more! 
 

               

 
 

              
 
SPORTS DAY - Year 10 
 
On Friday 9 July, Year 10 enjoyed their final Sports Day at Court Moor. There was plenty of noise 
through cheering and singing as the athletes took to the track. All teams were full and the students 
gave it their everything. There were also some excellent performances.  
 
To name but a few, Andre L made it a hat trick of gold medals as he won 100m, 200m and Relay 
with Austen. Ethan C won both Long Jump and High Jump. Becca D won the gold for Brunel in Long 
Jump. Hamish F put the Shot a huge 11m as he won the Shot put and Nia W and Patrick C showed 
impressive pace as they both came through to win their respective 300m races.  
 



Overall, though, it was Austen house who were victorious, sweeping the other houses aside with a 
comfortable 60 point victory! Well done Austen and well done to everyone who competed on the 
day.  
 

SCIENCE DAY 
 
Students in Year 7 and 8 had a day trying to solve the 
mystery death at Jenkins’ Manor. It was a great 
opportunity for students to spend the day doing a 
range of practical science experiments but tied 
together with an intriguing theme. It was really great 
to see how our amateur sleuths responded to this 
challenge and just good to see students back in the 
labs exploring science practically. Some of the science 
staff dressed up for the occasion with a particularly 
good Magnum PI in Mr Colvin. 
 

 
DISTRICT ATHLETICS 
 
On Tuesday 22 June, we took four Athletics teams to the Junior District Championships in 
Aldershot. All of the athletes did the team and the school extremely proud. Their efforts, their 
behaviour, and their encouragement for one another were outstanding! We had some excellent 
performances and results across all the teams too, with a high volume of Court Moor students 
finishing in the top four positions in their event.  
 
Following on from this, eight students went on to compete at the Hampshire Championships in 
Southampton on Wednesday 14 July representing Aldershot schools. They performed excellently 
and achieved some superb results (including many PBs) in very hot weather against some of the 
best athletes from around Hampshire. Well done to all the athletes who competed and represented 
the school so well – Issy C, Alex C, Ed S, Marth C, Gethin G, Wilson P, Alfie G and a special mention 
to Luke M who finished 1st in the 70m hurdles. 
 

 



ALLIES PROGRAMME 
 
Over 20% of the students in Year Eight volunteered to be our pioneer Allies to support people from 
minority groups. They attended a session where they heard talks from various people and asked 
some sensitive questions. They then signed a pledge and got started straight away on making their 
own contributions to raise awareness around various issues. This scheme will roll out to other years 
next year, but it’s great to see how passionate about making a difference young people are now; it’s 
great to see so many students committed to taking a stand to ensure Court Moor is an inclusive 
place for all students whatever their background 
 

CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT  

 
The last day of term brought our annual Celebration of Achievement ceremony, albeit it remotely. 
Students shared the event with their tutors and tutor groups and it was really pleasing to see so 
many students credited for their efforts across the year. Despite the rocky year, many of our 
students have really excelled and developed useful skills of independence and self-motivation along 
the way. It is a shame we couldn’t have the usual jamboree, however it’s really important that 
collectively we celebrate the undoubted achievements of many of our students over this year. 
 

PERFORMING ARTS 
 
The Covid restrictions have meant the performing arts have struggled to put on their usual suite of 
activities, however Mr Ashford and Mrs Gibbons managed to stage a socially distanced concert of 
Year 11 students for their parents before they leave.  
 
Drama have two shows literally waiting in the wings – Alice in Wonderland and Pretty Ugly. The 
bubble restrictions have meant that Alice has been created in year group bubbles and Pretty Ugly is 
focused on Year 8 performers. Both shows are ready to go in September and both casts have kept 
up their spirits despite the inevitable disappointments of delays, cancellations and isolations.  
 

SORE FEET 
 
Congratulations to Sam Hodge in Year 8 who 
completed a 35 mile walk in aid of the ‘Stand for 
Trees’ charity. He managed to raise an impressive 
£650 in the end which is a great achievement, well 
done Sam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



SEAT FUNDRAISER   
 
Thank you to the parents who have responded to the first tranche of seat fundraising and I’m 
pleased to say we have almost sold all our first allocation of seats. The money will help us to equip 
our lovely new hall with some great lights which should enhance the public presentations and 
performances. Thank you to everyone who has responded and we will be in touch shortly about the 
details for your plaques and look forward to showing you our dedicated seats in the near future. If 
you are interested but haven’t let us know yet, please email adminoffice@court-moor.hants.sch.uk 
to express your interest and join the list. 
 

UNIFORM 
 
Can I remind you that the approved uniform list is freely available on the website. Each year we 
have a number of students who return with unlikely piercings, often done in the last week of the 
holiday who then claim they can’t take their piercing out for weeks until it heals. If your child is 
venturing on a piercing other than one in their ear, then please book those appointments early in 
the summer to avoid them returning with the need to wear a retainer or piercing; the school 
uniform policy will not make allowances for such students and they are likely to remain out of 
lessons until they can comply. I would suggest that nose piercings are best left until college – we 
find that students with these piercings waste lots of staff time and get into unnecessary trouble 
because they spend their time trying to ‘sneak’ their piercings on in the school day. It becomes 
tiring for parents and staff, so if you can dissuade them then it will save all of us a lot of hassle. 
 

COURT MOOR STUDENTS ATTEND THE ‘ASHLEY REES STEM DAY FOR GIRLS’ 
 
On Thursday 13 June, 11 Year 9 students 
took part in the Fluor ‘STEM event for 
girls’. As with many aspects of the last 18 
months, this took place via zoom, with the 
materials (and food!) being delivered for 
students in many local schools to use to 
design, build and use a device for 
transferring a table tennis ball. The 
organisers arranged for established female 
engineers and scientists to speak with the 
students about their own academic and 
professional experiences as well as acting 
as on-line advisers during the construction 
process. Well done to the Court Moor 
team who finished second in the 
competitive element of the day. 
 
“Today’s experience was very helpful to me and all of us who took part.  All the people involved 
were extremely supportive and I felt comfortable enough to ask questions. The challenge enabled 
me to communicate with more people and get involved. Throughout the day, I was able to gain 
more confidence in being able to do STEM as a woman and use it in my later careers. Thank you for 
today’s opportunity.” 

mailto:adminoffice@court-moor.hants.sch.uk


ARRIVALS & DEPARTURES 

 
This time of the year is always a little sad here in school 
because we have to say farewell to a number of staff who 
have contributed so much to the school.   
 
Mr Colvin is leaving science, he’s been great with the 
students and I know they will miss his engaging teaching. 
Mr Hennessy is leaving the DT department which is a real 
loss; he’s returning to his native Ireland with new plans but we will 
miss his Irish charm for sure. Mrs Baldo, one of our exams 
administrators and former receptionist is leaving and we wish her well in her new job. Mrs Hawke 
who has led our geography department to new heights is leaving to start a new life in the West 
Country. She has made Geography the largest non-core subject in the school in her time here, 
whilst also increasing the results at the same time – no mean feat! Mrs Carswell, Head of Maths, is 
also moving areas and is starting a new life in sunny Brighton. Mrs Carswell began here as a trainee 
and has been a wonderfully stabilising influence in the department and ensured that we have one 
of the highest-regarded maths departments in the country. Mr Cornell who is the Business Manager 
has decided to retire. He has worked at the school for 13 years and has been an absolute rock – his 
wide ranging job means he has contributed in so many ways, from the development of The Retreat 
and the new hall, to managing the finances so that we’ve kept out of debt even in the most 
challenging circumstances. Mrs Lawson is leaving our English team after many years, she has 
worked in pastoral as well and many of you may have come across her and her infectious warmth. 
Mrs Andrews is retiring from pastoral although she will be returning one day a week to help 
spearhead and support the school’s mental health programme which is great for us to continue to 
tap into her experience and empathy. 
 
Seeing all the departures in one paragraph like that can look alarmingly large, however we are fully 
staffed next year with some exciting new staff coming to replace them. It is important to the school 
that we have a mix of continuity and change in terms of staffing and we will attract the best if it’s 
seen as a school which develops staff and helps them on their career journey. I hope that Court 
Moor has offered that to all of our leavers. 
 

CATERING STUDENTS 
 
This term Year 10 have been challenging themselves in developing their presentation skills making 
fruit tarts, cake decorating garnishing skills and star bread. They have really risen to the challenge, 
producing an excellent standard of work in preparation for their controlled assessment work next 
year. 
 

                              



BAE SYSTEMS VIRTUAL CHALLENGE 
 

At the end of June some of our GCSE Design and 
Technology students took part in the BAE Systems 
Virtual Challenge 2021. Over a week of sessions 
after school, they designed, built and tested a robot 
capable of housing and transporting a rare bird’s 
egg, over rough terrain. Camouflage was part of the 
brief and The FireQuackers took that very seriously! 
 
Although not the overall winners, the FireQuackers 
were commended for their presentation, which was 
informative, inclusive and confidently presented. 
Congratulations to Daniel M, Matilda B, Sophie K, 
Ben K, Daniel W, Harry D, Sidhant S and Sabene U. 
 

 
SAFEGUARDING 
 
We know that lockdown has created a mental health crisis in youngsters and the summer holiday 
can leave families feeling particularly vulnerable. If you have concerns over the safety of a child 
(yours or someone else’s) over the summer, that you might usually report to the school, then you 
should consider contacting children’s services on LINK. In an emergency then telephone 999 or take 
a child to A&E for immediate mental health care. Less urgent mental health concerns can be 
discussed by the NHS on 111 or the 24 hour Crisis Mental Health Helpline on 0800 915 4644. 
 

YEAR SEVEN TUG OF WAR 
 
Usually a start-of-the-year event, we finally managed to run the Year Seven tug of war competition 
which was a great chance for the year group to literally pull together. Congratulations to 7NLS who 
ultimately won the hard-fought competition. 
 

 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/contacts


TRAINED NURSE?  
 
This message goes out to all parents, carers and members of the local community who may once 
have been a healthcare professional such as a nurse or midwife and now considering a return. 
Returning healthcare professionals have a key role to play in ensuring patients and service users 
have access to experienced and well-trained care staff equipped with the right skills. Health 
Education England (NHS) provide funding to support the pathways to return and are keen to 
support or answer any questions you may have if you are considering returning to perhaps nursing, 
midwifery or if you trained as an allied health professional (AHP) or a healthcare scientist (HCS) but 
have since left the profession.   For more information call 01865 932097 or email 
returntopractice.se@hee.nhs.uk. 

 
SCHOOL SHOES 
 
Skip the queues and book an in-store measure and fit appointment. Our 
experts are available in every Clarks store to help you find the perfect fit and 
style, from their first pair of crawling shoes to a fresh pair of new school 
shoes. BOOK IN-STORE KIDS FITTING www.clarks.co.uk/measureandfit-in-store.  

 
 

YEAR 11 PROM 
 
The class of 2021 celebrated the culmination of five years at Court Moor with an amazing 
Hollywood-style prom at Highfield Park Hotel. Amidst wonderful surroundings and with fantastic 
summer weather the year group celebrated with dancing, ice-cream, their leavers assembly and a 
bouncy castle! Stories were swapped and photos were taken, they were magnificent company. 
 
Congratulations to the Class of 2021, ‘the best there ever was, the best there ever will be…’ 
 

 

mailto:returntopractice.se@hee.nhs.uk
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