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Dear Parent/Carer 

It feels like each end-of-term letter begins with some reflection on how it’s been such a challenging 

term and I’m afraid to say I’m minded to use the same thought with this one as well. Having said that, 

school has been the closest to normal than it has been for a long time and I think we have all 

appreciated those times when things have felt more like we remember. The students have been 

incredibly resilient and adaptable, with us having to change our measures from low to medium and 

back again, they have inevitably just adapted with little fuss and complied with whatever the latest 

mandate is. We saw a real surge of cases earlier in the term which bucked the local trend although it 

seems to have calmed down a bit in the last few weeks whilst locally it has soared – there doesn’t 

seem to be a particular logic to it. It was great to get back to extra-curricular activities and assemblies 

which are so vital to create that sense of community that we pride ourselves on at Court Moor and 

equally crushing to have to reduce them again because of surging infection rates. Despite the 

challenges we have had some events, plays, house tug-of-war and numerous sporting successes – in 

fact when you read through the newsletter I hope you will be as proud as I am about what we’ve 

achieved despite the restrictions.  

We are however entering uncertain times again, but at least this time we are ready for whatever it’s 

going to throw at us. I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank parents for their support – I know 

that’s often done in anticipation of support but we really have had very minimal whines from parents 

as we have navigated the challenges of this term and I know that’s not the experience of my many 

colleague headteachers so I really appreciate that.  

I would finally like to wish you all a happy and safe Christmas, however things turn out I hope you 

find some joy and relaxation with your nearest and dearest.  Best wishes, Paul Jenkins  

 

YEAR 9 HISTORY 
 
As part of the Year 9 history curriculum the students are asked to research a part of WW1 that 
interests them in the form of an ‘enquiry’. A range of projects from detailed posters on ‘The Role of 
Women in WW1’ to models on ‘The Differences Between Trench Systems’ were on display for all the 
years to see.   
 



EcoClub  
 
Students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 all enjoyed this term's upcycling activities where we have looked 
at alternative uses for normally disposable rubbish: turning food cans into spooky Halloween tealight 
holders, sticks and string into fabulous Christmas stars, and cardboard boxes into festive 
"gingerbread" houses. We also built the foundation for what will become Bugingham Palace beneath 
the horse chestnut trees. We look forward to lots more ventures in the new year. 
  

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD AT COURT MOOR 

We have got nearly fifty Year 10 students embarking on 
their Duke of Edinburgh journey as they are working to 
complete their bronze award. We have many of our Year 
11s coming to a successful completion of their bronze 
award. 

Despite the challenges of COVID the award continues to 

develop using #DofEWithADifference. 

Our students continue to make us proud with their 

creative ways to volunteer and help others as well as their 

development of their skills and fitness. While completing 

the expedition element has proved too challenging in 

recent months, students can be awarded a Certificate of 

Achievement that enables them to continue their journey 

through silver and gold.    

 
NETBALL 
 
We have had a strong turnout for Year 8 netball club with enough for two good teams, they have 
shown really good commitment through rain, freezing cold and the dark! Most of the matches will 
be played next term but they have had one match so far against Farnborough Hill in which the girls 
played brilliantly to a nail-biting finish which was a draw.  
 



KEW GARDENS 
 
The Year 10 Art, Photography and Textile students visited Kew Gardens in late November in support 
of their Natural Forms project. They used the trip as a resource gathering exercise, both drawing and 
taking photos of the plants, flowers, and other points of interest in the gardens. Highlights were the 
Japanese Garden and the Treetop Walkway, and the heavy frost helped conjure up some interesting 
imagery. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TAX 
 
The Year 11 Business Studies students have learnt about tax in the business world and were 
interested to know how tax works and how it affects them. In response they have worked through 
some resources which explain how tax works in the economy. We then looked at how an employee’s 
payslip is calculated and the various impacts on them as taxpayers at a later stage. 
 
 

HAMPSHIRE YOUTH PARLIAMENT 
 
We have the great pleasure in announcing that Rishika G has been 
voted as Support Member of Hampshire Youth Parliament. Rishika 
was up against some fierce competition for the role. We are incredibly 
proud of her achievement and look forward to seeing her thrive within 
the role. Rishika will be a part of the team making decisions within 
Hampshire County Council and Children’s Services.  
 
Our other two candidates were very strong and as a result Hampshire 
Youth Parliament will be offering them a voluntary role within the 
organisation supporting Rishika.  
 
Well done Rishika, Aidan and Charlotte. 
 



WEST WITTERING 

 
Our GCSE geographers took to the beach in September at West Wittering to complete a variety of 
fieldwork investigations. Students had the opportunity to take part in various tasks which included 
investigating the sand dunes ecosystem, analysing the effectiveness of the beach management 
strategies, and calculating longshore drift directions. This was the first opportunity our Year 11 
students have had to complete any fieldwork due to COVID restrictions, so it was great to see them 
enjoying the fieldwork and putting their skills into practice. Well done geographers! 
 

 
 

GOODBYE 
 
We are sorry to say goodbye to two teachers at Christmas who 
are moving onto pastures new. Mr Heffernan, who has been 
helping out in PE this term, has really thrown himself into the job 
and had a real impact for the short time he was covering for us. 
Secondly, Mrs Cook who joined us a year ago and had to meet all 
her classes for the first time remotely as we were in lockdown, 
has done a sterling job with business studies, and we wish both 
these teachers the best in the future. 



PRETTY UGLY 
 
In mid-October Year 9 performed their original production of ‘Pretty Ugly’. Telling the story of a 
village who have never seen what they look like, the show involved over 30 Year 9 students in The 
Secret Theatre's inaugural production. Congratulations to all the students who made this possible 
and thanks to the Blue Spark Foundation for awarding the school a grant to help the show happen. 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



YEAR 10 GET SET DAY 
 
On a recent Get Set Day, Year 10 looked at the effects of alcohol and drugs by wearing goggles that 
impaired their vision. They then tried to carry out dexterity-based tasks such as bead sorting and cup 
stacking. Students study broader aspects of the curriculum on Get Set days. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
YEAR 7 PSHE 
 
Some of Year 7 have been studying the recovery position as part of the Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic (PSHE) subject. Students are studying various aspects of first aid, and PSHE as a whole 
teaches them a number of important life skills. 
 

               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CHESS 
 
It has been fantastic to see the school Chess Club come back with 
a vengeance this term. We have seen unprecedented interest from 
the students, with over 30 signed up for the first block of lessons 
and matches. 
 
Led by former world Junior Champion and Grand Master, Nick Pert, 
the club really has gone from strength to strength, with students 
attending from all five year groups. We have also begun to see a 
growing interest from members of staff, who turn up each week to 
test themselves against the students. Long may this continue! 



MUSIC 
 
The Music Department were thrilled to be able to run the Christmas concert on Tuesday. The students 
involved had worked really hard to produce some excellent performances and, despite having to 
reduce the length of the concert and having to film it instead of performing live, it was a resounding 
success.Here’s the link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veAL8BVE1fQ to a private YouTube 
video with an edited version of the concert, we hope you enjoy watching it. 
 

 
SCIENCE CLUB 
 
This term, Science Club has been available to all year groups and we have had students from Years      
7-11 regularly attending. We have had to run a minimum of 3 classes as our numbers have ranged 
from 50 to 74. 
 
Over the term we have investigated making plastic out 
of milk, designing and testing crash helmets and creating 
a scale model of the solar system. Our latest was a little 
bit of Christmas magic, organised by Mr Rabani. 
 
Students and teachers alike have had great fun and we 
are very proud at Court Moor to have so many students 
interested in deepening their experience of science. 
Here are a few of the highlights of the autumn term. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veAL8BVE1fQ


PE AND SPORT 
 

It has been a fantastically busy term in the PE Department, and it has been lovely to have all the PE 
clubs back on as normal. Numbers to clubs have been incredible from the start; a reminder of how 
enthusiastic and committed the students of Court Moor are. We are proud to offer a mixture of 
competitive and recreational PE clubs each term for all year groups, and new students are always 
welcome to join. We would like to thank all the members of staff that have assisted to run these clubs 
for the students, both from the PE Department and outside the PE Department.  
 

  
 
It has also been superb to have inter school sport back. We have already competed in over 75 fixtures 
across all year groups since September. Many of these have yielded great results, but more 
importantly the participants have been able to develop even further as a result of these rewarding 
experiences. We thank every student who has represented the school so far this year.  
 
There have been so many excellent performances, we cannot mention them all. We publish many of 
our results on our social media accounts, but there have been some standout performances which 
we would like to give a special shout out to.  
 
In November, our U13 Girls Rugby squad competed in the Hampshire Schools Rugby development 
festival in Eastleigh. After weeks of training, they were able to gauge their progress against opponents 
from all over the county. They did themselves and the school extremely proud. They developed 
impressively throughout the day, and ended up with an unbeaten record with six wins and one draw! 
A great experience for the girls. There will be plenty more Rugby tournaments for all of our teams 
after Christmas!  
 

 



Our Year 8 Boys Football team have made a particularly impressive unbeaten start to their season. 
They stand a great chance of winning their league after five games so far resulting in four wins and 
one draw. Their most memorable match came against Salesian College where the boys found 
themselves 3-0 down after fifteen minutes! They showed outstanding character and resilience to get 
back into the game and eventually run out 4-3 winners, with Bray S scoring a fantastic 25 yard           
free-kick to seal the victory with five minutes to play. A bright future for these boys. A special mention 
to captain Max W, who has scored an impressive ten goals so far this season!  
 

 
 

A final mention goes to the Year 10 Boys Basketball squad who have made a seriously good start to 
their season with resounding wins over Salesian College and Cove School so far, scoring 50+ points 
on both occasions. These boys – with the likes of Joe S, Tyler F and Luke T on show – are a joy to 
watch and we really look forward to seeing how they progress throughout the season! 
 

 
 
There, of course, have been many more notable successes over the year so far across Football, Rugby, 
Netball, Basketball – and more recently - Badminton, Cross Country and Hockey. These are very 
exciting times for Court Moor School sport!  



So, whether being part of the school teams is your passion, or you just enjoy being active after school, 
we encourage all students to get involved in at least one PE club per week. Why not try something 
new after Christmas?  
 
From all of us in PE, we hope you have a lovely Christmas holiday, and we will see you in the New 
Year! 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Congratulations to Dylan S who competed in the U17 English National Badminton Championships at 
Milton Keynes in November. Dylan had a really successful tournament and ended up getting a bronze 
medal for the boys’ level doubles event. Well done Dylan! 
 
 
Congratulations also go to Tegan H who in September returned from a very successful weekend at 
the British Shooting Grand Final. Tegan came third in the Junior Ladies which put her through to the 
Junior Ladies Final where she won a Bronze medal.  
 
 
And congratulations to former student Alex Y who gets his first international cap (and try) for the 
Czech Republic. Alex (20) gained his first international cap playing for the Czech Republic U20s on 
Saturday 2 October 2021 plus achieved a debut try. 
 
Alex had played for his dad's Farnborough RUFC squad from the age of 5 as well as the Heatherside 
Junior School Tag Rugby Team and Court Moor Secondary School Rugby Team. 

Aside from playing for Hampshire County first team and being selected for a few England training 
camps, he furthered his rugby career by doing his A-Levels as part of the London Irish AASE Team as 
well as their Gold Team. Both teams won their respective U18s national championships that year, 
making them the best U18s teams in the country. 

Alex went on to Cardiff Met University and is currently a 2nd year 
member of their first team that plays in the UK University BUCS Super 
Rugby Union League and also the Welsh Championship. 

He was recently given leave by the university to pursue his 
international career from his Czech roots on his mother's side. 

The match was a qualifying match against Poland (at home in Prague) 
for an U20s European Championship place and they won 31-20.   

Alex is happy to have achieved his first international Czech Rugby 
cap, made ever so more special by scoring a debut try. 

Here’s a LINK to the match. Alex's try is just at the end of the first half 
and he is playing No.12. 

Alex was also interviewed on the Czech equivalent of ITV national 
sports news. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GBXvYmh2tWg


APP ALERT 
 
We know that parents are generally very good at monitoring their child's phone use, however we've 
become aware of an App which is used to disguise other apps or unsuitable content. It's called 
Calculator Vault and appears to be a calculator but the numbers work like a combination lock and 
when the passcode is typed then the student is able to access the hidden information. There is a 
short video below if you would like more information but it's probably most useful just to recognise 
the icon for the app and question if you find it on your child's phone. 
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jdfbGSN-G1I 
 
 

MENTAL HEALTH APPS 

Please see the attached list of Mental Health Apps for young people which you may find useful. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jdfbGSN-G1I

