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CARING TO ACHIEVE



Court Moor is a school which lives its values, 
working hard every day to create a community that 
is caring,  aspirational and inspiring. 

I have had the honour of being headteacher of Court Moor for 5 years now 
and I am very proud of the way our fantastic students and staff work in 
harmony to create a school with a unique atmosphere. This happens 
tthrough careful recruitment and training of staff, clear behaviour 
expectations  and the conscious building of a love for learning.

Whilst school has consistently strong exam outcomes, it’s not what drives 
our philosophy. Our results are regularly in the top 5 in Hampshire, however 
there are some decisions we are proud to make which we think are right for 
our students, even though it potentially penalises us in the league tables 
and possibly with Ofsted; we run the school for our students and our 
community. 

As an outward-facing school, we believe that we are part of a wider 
educational community and that it is our duty to learn from, and support, 
other schools. In 2020 we were honoured to be asked by the County to 
work in collaboration with Aldworth School to help improve their school and 
we now have a ‘sister’ school which enables us to offer more opportunities 
for  staff and students without compromising our independence.   

We have produced this prospectus in order to give you an overview of the 
key aspects of the school, but hopefully we will be able to find some 
opportunity for you to come and see the school and see us in action, which 
is the really best way to savour our unique atmosphere.

introducing our school



" determined and passionate about 
 making high-quality teaching and 

 learning the priority  "  

  Ofsted letter 2017



our ethos and values

Court Moor is a values-based school which 
anchors our decisions and approach to learning. 

Our values are based around the tagline ‘a great place to be and a place 
to be great’. We want the school to be a great place to be, in that we want 
students to feel comfortable, included and a strong sense of belonging. 
We manage this through various means, through the strong pastoral 
care, the house system, the extra-curricular programme and our general 
approach to students. The students learn that the more they put in, the 
more they get out and we have a tremendous number of students who 
involve themselves in the full range of opportunities available at school. 

We want our students to be great, that is, to achieve more than they 
thought possible, to be pushed to be the very best version of themselves 
and to face challenge with grit. At Court Moor we have high expectations 
of all of our students and believe that effort is the most important factor in 
success. We are proudly comprehensive, great results for us are where 
each student leaves school ready, academically and socially, with the 
tools to succeed in life -– be that a scaffolder or a surgeon. A great school 
offers a wide range of opportunities for their students and we are 
constantly looking to expand our offer to ensure that students get one of 
the best state educations possible.

Court Moor sets high aspirations for its students and works to inspire 
them to believe that, with work, anything is possible. 



"an ethos of mutual understanding and 
respect among all members of the school "

 
Ofsted letter 2017



our curriculum

.  

Lower school offers a great opportunity for students to explore and 
expand their horizons. We believe it's important to keep students' 
education broad to give them a firm foundation for GCSE, rather than 
being too exams-focused too early; we want children to see their 
education as something more than just exam grades at the end.  

Year 7 students study all the standard subjects each week:  English, 
Maths, Science, MFL, History, Geography, Philosophy & RE, PSHE, 
 PE, Design Technology, Computing, Drama, Music and Art. Students 
study one modern foreign language out of French, German or Spanish 
– this depends on staffing and changes each year. Students are 
currently set for maths and English from Year 7 with science setting 
from Year 8. In addition to this conventional curriculum we have two 
subjects exclusive to Year 7: Journalism and Dance

Year 8 students study the same subjects only Journalism and Dance 
are now replaced with Classics and Global Studies. These are swapped 
in turn in Year 9 for Creative Writing and Social Sciences (politics, 
sociology and psychology). 
 
Students begin their options in Year Ten and currently study for between 
8 and 10 GCSE/BTecs drawn from a wide range of subjects. 

Court Moor has an original curriculum which aims 
to provide students with a varying experience 
through their time with us. 



"highly engaged pupils in tasks that were 
appropriately challenging "

 
Ofsted letter 2017



Our green site is well-maintained 
and provides students with some 
great facilities for their learning. 
We have a rolling 
refurbishment  and improvement 
programme . Our latest focus has 
been on improving  the catering outlets. 

T
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our facilities

drama studio: the purpose-built 
drama suited is used for 
lessons and for some small-
scale performances with full 
lighting rig and sound systems, 
the smaller dancer studio is 
also used for arts lessons.

main hall: is the hub of the school, 
where assemblies are held, lunches 
are eaten and concerts are staged. 
Currently undergoing a major 
refurbishment, the new facility will 
include improved dedicated dining 
facilities and retractable seating.

Our green site is well-maintained 
and provides students with some 
great facilities for their learning. 
We have a rolling refurbishment 
and improvement programme to 
keep the school modern and 
clean.



the retreat: is a coffee shop-style 
facility for our upper school 
students with hot snacks and drinks 
at break times and lunchtimes. The 
space is also used for special 
lessons and talks

library: the refurbished library offers 
a wide selection of books and 
computers, it sits in the heart of the 
English department and is used by 
students in lessons,  breaktimes and 
after school as a quiet study area.
 

learning lab: is a flexible teaching 
space with a write-on wall and 
flexible seating. The room is 
booked by teachers from a variety 
of subjects when they want to run 
more experimental, active lessons 
for students.



our sporting facilities





our support

Care is at the heart of Court Moor's approach to education, we believe that 
in order to thrive students need to have people to turn to who can 
provide  caring and honest support. We work hard to maintain the balance 
between understanding and  'tough love'; we remain focused on building 
up young people who are balanced and self-reliant when they leave. We 
have a highly professional team of pastoral specialists who run alongside 
students when school, or life,  gets tough.

Our pastoral support assistants provide immediate support to parents or 
students as well as managing long-term programmes to support more 
complex situations and families.  Alongside our heads of year and 
safeguarding team we also have counsellors, a parent support advisor and 
a first aider who all provide more specialist help and advice. We work 
closely with organisations such as Catch22, Breakout Youth, Fleet Phoenix 
and CAHMS in order to provide the best possible support for our students. 

The best way we care about our students is by securing them great 
teaching and instilling high aspirations, but students and parents know that 
if there are a few ‘bumps’ along the way, Court Moor will also be there to 
support them. 

Court Moor has an outstanding pastoral support 
system which supports our students through the 
inevitable challenges of teenage years.  



 'I  feel that you should know that 
Courtt Moor stands out to me as an 
exceptional environment in terms of 
the care, appropriate training of key 
staff and provision that is put in place 
by the team tasked to support'

Social worker 2020



our enrichment

Court Moor’s extra-curricular programme is at the 
heart of the education we provide, 
involving  between 40 and 60 activities in any 
given week. 

We aim to provide enrichment for students with a range of interests. The PE 
Department run a wide number of teams and training sessions as well as 
non-competitive activities for general fitness. For students who are into the 
arts, we have activities for drama,  music and dance and Year 9 have the 
opportunity to work towards an Arts Award. We aim to cater for the 
complete range of our students with activities ranging from science, chess, 
sweing, coding,  through to board games, DofE and mock court. 

Alongside the clubs we have regular visitors into school to give talks or run 
workshops. We believe that inviting outside organisations to talk to the 
students  brings variety and real-world perspectives to their studies. 

 We also run a wide range of residential and non-residential trips for 
students. In Year 7 we offer languages trips to practise their recently 
acquired language skills be that the German Christmas Markets, Normandy 
or Barcelona.  Almost all of our Year Eight  students attend the annual New 
Forest camp at Tile Barn which is a key memory for all Court Moor 
Students. 
 
All those additional experiences are intrinsic to what we believe a strong 
education should be –  Court Moor is more than a school, it’s an 
experience.



"There's so much on offer 
after school I was busy each 

night and there was still more 
I wanted to do!" 

Year 7 student



our milestones

year 7: belonging

year 8: exploring

Year 7 is about the students finding their feet, getting used to the routines of 
secondary school and feeling part of our community. Year Seven revel in their 
new experiences of specialist subjects alongside our House quizzes, the 
inter-tutor tug-of-war ,the ever-popular lip synch competition and residential 
MFL trips.

Year 8 is when many students begin to blossom, now comfortable at school 
they begin to really explore who they are and try new things. Year 8 begin to 
work their way through the 20 essential Court Moor experiences (CM20) and 
one of the highlights of the year is the annual New Forest camp Tile Barn.

year 9: choosing
Year 9 confronts students with the increasing choices in their life, from GCSE 
options, through career choices, to some of the choices modern teenagers face 
in their personal lives.  Students may  take on responsibility as House Captains 
and Junior Prefects and all look forward to the end of year KS3 Graduation 
event. 

year 10: working
The first year of their GCSEs is exciting and students need both challenge and 
support to realise their potential. Students set their life and work goals and we 
help them to  develop more sophisticated study skills to ensure success. One 
of the major highlights of Year 10 is work experience week and the following 
interview day as they begin to imagine themselves  in a world beyond school 
and to put their studies in context. 

year 11: planning
The final year undoubtedly brings some stresses and strains but there is also a 
sense of accomplishment as students reach the head of the school. Students 
take on leadership roles within the school and prepare for college interviews 
and exams.  We round it all off with a prom when we send our students off 
college-ready and looking forward to their bright futures.



  "I truly believe he has 
intellectually grown and 

matured to an outstanding 
degree, which is a credit to you 
and your team at Court Moor.  "

 Year 11 parent



our future

As proud as we are of our school, we have a 
restless need to look to the future, for our 
students and our school. 
 

 

To top the Hampshire league tables for students leaving with a pass 
     in English and Maths  (90% 9-4 and 75% 9-5)
 
To develop strong links within the County and become a beacon 
     school for teaching and learning practice.
 
To continue to develop innovative approaches to character education
     to make the personal development learning in the school as 
     strong as the academic profile.
 
To continue to refresh the school and develop facilities and social 
     areas for students, build an outdoor learning space and specialist
     facilities for struggling students.
 
To work towards being one of the best comprehensive schools in 
     Britain.

When you choose a school, you are buying into the future of s school 
and what it will become. 

Our aims for the next few years are: 



"Court Moor School is a school where 
students thrive...there is a clear sense of 
shared ambition."

LEA Report 2020




